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Christianity continues to rapidly decline in America. 
The number of churches that have closed in the last ten 
years is staggering. The question is why? We can 
debate about it but one thing this is for sure: Christians 
haven’t done a very good job expressing what is so 
exciting about following Christ. As someone has said, 
“Christianity has lost its fascination because it looks 
less and less like Christ.” 

In an article about this Pew study, there was a quote by 
someone who recently left the church:

“Christianity feels like a sales pitch more than anything 
else. “It’s like they’re selling a product: The really 
good looking pastor with his wife and his beautiful kids 
and they seem so happy…It’s almost like they’re selling 
‘If you buy into these rules and you do what we do, you 
can also be like this.’”

Well that’s not Christianity. That’s not following 
Christ. That’s consumer religion.

I remember talking to a millennial friend of mine about 
this issue. We knew each other well. I knew he wasn’t 
active in a church or a Christian, so I asked him, “Why 
isn’t faith in God important to you?” It wasn’t a 
judgmental question. He knew my heart. He knew I was 
asking because I was curious. His response was very 
enlightening:  
       
“Because all the Christians I have known do not care 
about me and they don’t care about the things I care 
about. The Christians I have known just want to sell me 
fire insurance. They seem so unlike Christ. Christ cared 
about the needy, the poor and those who hurt. I don’t 
see that kind of compassion from many Christians.” 

And then he said something that really opened my eyes:
 
“I think the biggest reason I am not a Christian is that 
no Christian has ever told me why faith is important. 
They assume I know why. Why should I spend my time 
on spiritual matters when I have so many other 
options?” 

 

Well, this morning I want to share WHY. Why 
following Christ is so important. Why our faith is so 
important. Maybe you need to hear this personally. 
Maybe you need to be reminded. Maybe you need to 
be equipped to tell others why.  

And I have the perfect text for it. Paul and Silas’ 
jailbreak in Acts 16. This text reminds us what makes 
our faith so powerful, exciting, and fascinating. And if 
we can get back to the truth of this text, more people 
will be drawn to Jesus Christ. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a 
violent earthquake that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors 
flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.

Jesus Saves Us from What Enslaves Us

I know some of you have negative associations with 
the phrase “Jesus Saves.” I get it. You think of the guy 
who holds up a sign at the football game on television. 
Yes, “Jesus Saves” has been hijacked by those 
macabre Christians who like the idea that God is a 
monster. They say the phrase as if God wants to 
torture us but “Jesus will save you from it.” That is not 
the camp I am in.

No, Jesus saves us from missing out on the love, peace 
and wholeness God wants to bring to our lives.

Another thing some of us think about with the phrase 
“Jesus Saves” is the cynical person who says, “Save 
me from what? I don’t need saving.”

I often respond to this by asking, “Do you fear death? 
Jesus will save you from that. Do you struggle living 
life on your own strength? Jesus will save you from 
that. Do you often feel like you have no purpose and 
your life has no meaning? Jesus will save you from 
that. Do you struggle with yourself? Jesus will save 
you from that.”
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I don’t know about you but I have more trouble with 
Charley Reeb than anyone else. Jesus has saved me 
from myself, my sins and my struggles, and its why I 
stand and proclaim to you today.

I came across this great poem the other day:

When I say I am a Christian I am not shouting, “I am 
clean living.” 

I am whispering, “I was lost, but now I am found and 
forgiven.”

When I say I am a Christian I am not puffed up with 
pride.

I am confessing that I stumble and need Christ to be my 
guide.

When I say I am a Christian I am not trying to be 
strong.

I am professing that I am weak and need his strength to 
carry on.

When I say I am a Christian I’m not bragging of 
success.

I am admitting that I have failed and need God to clean 
my mess. 

When I say I’m a Christian I’m not claiming to be 
perfect.

My flaws are too visible but God believes I am worth it.

When I say I’m a Christian I’m not saying I no longer 
feel pain.

I am saying I have someone to call on that call is never 
in vain.

When I say I’m a Christian I don’t claim to be holier 
than you.

I am saying I am a sinner in need of a savior and 
received God’s grace somehow.

Let’s look at something else Jesus saves us from.

The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison 
doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself because he thought the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! 
We are all here!”

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell 
trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?”

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved—you and your household.”

Jesus Saves Us from Bad and Abusive Theology

When the jailer asked, “What must I do to be saved?” 
Paul and Silas didn’t say, “You to be baptized in a 
certain way or have to be part of a particular 
denomination.” They didn’t say, “You have to adhere 
to certain dogmas” or “You must work your way into 
heaven.” And they didn’t say, “You have to be part of 
the elect. You have to be predestined by God in order 
to be saved.” No! They simply said, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

There is a terrible infection in the church today and it’s 
called neo-Calvinism. At the center of this very flawed 
dogma is predestination. Predestination is the belief 
that before God created the world, he made two lists: 
those who would be saved and those who wouldn’t. 
God made that decision without giving us the freedom 
to choose.  

Predestination is not scriptural. The common text 
around this issue is Romans 8, but it’s often 
misinterpreted. In that chapter Paul was simply 
expressing the idea that God has created all of us for 
the purpose of experiencing his love. But being 
predestined does not mean its foregone conclusion 
because we have a choice. 

God has predestined all of us for his love and he hopes 
everyone chooses it. If not, what is the point of the 
cross and the life and ministry of Jesus? 

If you believe in predestination, you believe in a sick 
and twisted God who created a large portion of 
humanity for the purpose of making them miserable 
for eternity. Can we worship a God like that? If I get to 
heaven and find that my loving wife and child were 
predestined by God to be tortured in hell, I could not 
worship that God. Could you?

The truth is Calvinism is not based on the revelation of 
God in Jesus. Benjamin Corey writes:

Calvinism tells us God is consumed by wrath. Jesus 
shows us God is consumed by love. Calvinism doesn’t 
look like Jesus. Jesus’ very ministry and teaching was 
about including those the religious establishment
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believed were not on God’s list. Jesus was executed 
because he believed that God makes room for those we 
thought were not chosen. True message of the gospel is 
that you have been picked, you are loved, and that you 
are free to choose whether to fully experience that love. 

There is one more thing Jesus saves us from I want to 
lift up.

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 
all the others in his house. At that hour of the night 
the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his household were baptized. 
The jailer brought them into his house and set a 
meal before them; he was filled with joy because he 
had come to believe in God—he and his whole 
household.

The jailer had gone from wanting to take his own life to 
being filled with joy. One minute he was enslaving 
people and the next moment he was serving them.

Jesus Saves Us from an Empty Life

I was reminded of this a few years ago when I went 
mattress shopping. Brandy and I desperately needed a 
new mattress and so I went out to find one. I walked 
into the store and began to lie and roll around in a bunch 
of different mattresses. I spotted a young sales clerk 
across the room who was looking at me as if I was a 
little weird, which, of course, I am!  

She approached me and asked, “May I help you sir?” I 
told her I was looking for a mattress and would 
appreciate her help. She was very helpful. She helped 
me pick out the perfect one. Along the way I made 
jokes and was my regular weird self. As I was paying 
for the mattress, she asked me what I did for a living. 
When I told her I was a pastor, she replied, “What? 
Seriously?” I love when people do that. Then she said, 
“I have never known a pastor like you before.” I said, “I 
am sure that is true!” 

Before I left the store I asked her if she went to church. 
She said she did when she was kid but she had not been 
to church in a very long time. She confided in me and 
said that she was looking for something more in life. 
She mentioned she had recently heard the U2 Song 
“Still haven’t found what I am looking for” and she 
resonated with it. . I invited her to worship and said, 
“You just might find what you are looking for.”

She showed up the next Sunday. And the next. And the 
next. It wasn’t long before she walked down the aisle 
and gave her life to Christ. 

 

A couple of months later she approached me after the 
worship service and said, “I want to say goodbye.” I 
was surprised and asked her where she was going. She 
said she had quit her job and decided to work for an 
organization that helped victims of human trafficking. 
She hugged me and said “Jesus has given me a 
purpose.” Jesus saves us from an empty life.

Now what do we do with this? Some of you need to 
call upon the name of the Lord like the Jailer. Some of 
us need to take a lesson from Paul and Silas and spread 
the message that Jesus Saves by living a questionable 
life. After all, Paul and Silas did prompt the Jailer to 
ask the question, “What must I do to be saved?” 

I came across an interesting idea the other day. As 
followers of Christ, we are called to “live a 
questionable life.” What does that mean? Living a 
questionable life means making people turn their heads 
and wonder. For example, when we forgive when 
everyone else doesn’t that turns heads. When we go out 
of their way to do good for others that makes people 
wonder. When we are always there to help and never 
expect anything in return that makes people scratch 
their heads. Living a life motivated and empowered by 
the love of Jesus will turn heads and make people 
wonder why we act that way we do. And we will be 
able to tell them! It is because we follow Jesus Christ!
 
If people can begin to see God’s love in us then we can 
start making a difference. Then it is more than just 
piety and religious words they have heard over and 
over again. Then it is more than sales pitch or some 
shallow consumer, counterfeit version of faith. 

This how you grow Christians and grow a church. 
Remember, most people who become active in a church 
were first invited by a family member or friend. When 
was the last time you shared your genuine faith with a 
friend and invited them to church? 
 
I like the story Wayne Cordeiro tells about a bakery he 
loved. It was located in a bad part of town. The bakery 
was small, rundown, and nondescript. Yet at 5am every 
morning the aroma of delicious bread emanated from 
that bakery. People would line up around the block to 
get their hands on that bread.  

That is a parable for us as followers of Christ. People 
are so spiritually hungry that if our lives reveal the 
“Bread of Life” they will stop everything to feed on it 
themselves. When they find out that Jesus truly saves, 
they will call upon the name of the Lord. Jesus saves. 



4 

     11180 Medlock Bridge Road    Johns Creek, GA 30097 
770-497-8215      www.johnscreekumc.org




