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Adult Class Studies for August 2019 
(Start Date is 8/4 unless otherwise indicated) 

 
NEW CLASS!  WOMEN’S STUDY (Room 201) – Start Date 8/11 - Contact:  Jill Morris 
(jillmorris@youneedresults.com) 
The Miracles of Jesus:  Finding God in Desperate Moments, Jessica LaGrone (6 Week DVD Study) 
Invite God to work powerfully in your life.  In this study, the author leads us in a captivating exploration of the 
miracles of Jesus, helping us to see that our weakness is an invitation for God to work powerfully in our lives and 
reminding us that we need God on our best days just as much as we do on our worst.  
 
NEW CLASS! SHORT-TERM BIBLE STUDY (Room 203) – Start Date 8/11 - Contact: Pastor Lori Osborn 
(losborn@johnscreekumc.org) 
Faith Unraveled: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers Learned to Ask Questions, Rachel Held Evans 
How an evolving spiritual journey leads to an unshakeable faith. Eighty years after the Scopes Monkey Trial made a 
spectacle of Christian fundamentalism and brought national attention to her hometown, Rachel Held Evans faced a 
trial of her own when she began to have doubts about her faith. In this book, Rachel recounts growing up in a 
culture obsessed with apologetics, struggling as her own faith unraveled one unexpected question at a time.  In 
order for her faith to survive, Rachel realizes, it must adapt to change and evolve. Using as an illustration her own 
spiritual journey from certainty to doubt to faith, Evans challenges you to disentangle your faith from false 
fundamentals and to trust in a God who is big enough to handle your tough questions. 
 
BRIDGES (Room 202) – Contact: Brian Durham (bridges@johnscreekumc.org)   
Living as United Methodist Christians:  Our Story, Our Beliefs, Our Lives, Andy & Sally Langford 
Pastors Andy and Sally Langford take a unique approach in this 6-week study by looking at how United Methodists 
claim and live their faith as individuals and as a denomination.  Through the study, you will gain insight into The 
United Methodist Church, its beliefs and faith practices.   
 
CROSS WALK (Room 218) – Contacts: Bill Oldham & Joan Tesh (crosswalk@johnscreekumc.org) 
Called:  Hearing and Responding to God’s Voice, Susan Robb (6 Week DVD Study) 
God calls us to a life that we could never imagine on our own.  Samuel, Esther, Jonah…they all lived pretty ordinary 
lives…until they didn’t. In this study, the author shows us how God interrupts the lives of ordinary men and women, 
calling and empowering them to lives of service they never would have imagined on their own. And she shows us 
that the same God who called six of the Bible’s most iconic characters calls us, too, to bring hope and 
transformation to the world.  
 
EXPLORERS (Room 209) – Start Date: Ongoing Study - Contact: Jim Saffell (explorers@johnscreekumc.org) 
Seasons of the Spirit – Lectionary-Based Study.  
Lectionary-based, ecumenical study that empowers all ages to be transformed in Christ as they explore meaning 
and mystery in the Bible; celebrate in worship, sacraments, education, and service; engage in ministries of love, 
justice, and witness; and live in inclusive communities of faith. 
 
FAITH AND FAMILY (Room 221) – Contact: David Cox (faithandfamily@johnscreekumc.org) 
Love Wins:  A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, Rob Bell (8 Week 
Study) 
In this book, Bell addresses one of the most controversial issues of faith--the afterlife--arguing, would a loving God 
send people to eternal torment forever?" With searing insight, Bell puts hell on trial, and his message is decidedly 
hopeful--eternal life doesn't start when we die; it starts right now. And ultimately, "Love Wins." 
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GRACE (Room 214) – Contact: Don Lang (grace@johnscreekumc.org) 
Bonhoeffer:  The Life and Writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer Study Guide, Eric Metaxas 
Why Bonhoeffer's faith has inspired the Christian faith of so many today.  In this 4 session DVD study, the author 
will help you discover the major themes of Dietrich Bonhoeffer s writing and speaking and how he not only helped 
transform an entire faith community in Germany during World War II, but how his beliefs continue to impact the 
Christian faith of people throughout the world today. 
 
INTO THE WORD (Room 204) – Contact: Don Curtin (intotheword@johnscreekumc.org) 
God Isn’t Finished with Us Yet:  Major Promises from the Minor Prophets, James A. Harnish (12 Week Study) 
This study brings the minor prophets – Hosea, Amos, Micah, Jonah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi, and Joel – out into center stage and reveals their message to be profoundly contemporary and 
powerfully relevant for our times.  The author draws from classic literature, current world events, biblical research, 
and person experience to illustrate and explore their lives, their times, and prophecies. 
 
JOURNEY (Room 216) – Start Date: Ongoing Study - Contact: Ron Magat (journey@johnscreekumc.org) 
Exploring My Strange Bible (The Bible Project Podcast), Tim Mackie 
This study is Tim Mackie's personal podcast, produced by The Bible Project. It’s an anthology of Tim’s lectures, 
sermons, and classroom teachings, collected over the last 10 years. They’ve been brought together to help you 
take a deeper dive into the Scriptures and the language and history of the Bible. May Bible nerds live long and 
prosper! 
 
NEXT STEP (Room 208) – Start Date: Continuing - Contact: Stephen Phillips (nextstep@johnscreekumc.org) 
Discussing Mere Christianity:  Exploring the History, Meaning & Relevance of C. S. Lewis’ Greatest Book, 
Devin Brown 
In this 8-session DVD study, you will discover why Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis is one of the most read and 
beloved Christian books of all time. But seventy years later from when it was first delivered on radio, what relevance 
does it have to our world today?  
 
OPEN DOOR (Room 200) – Contacts:  Don Aichele (opendoor@johnscreekumc.org) 
Journey Through the Bible – Volume 10: Mark (13 Week Study) 
Highlights pivotal points in the Scripture; lifts the Bible’s most significant stories, themes, events, and people; and 
describes the historical and cultural setting. 
 
SEEKERS (Room 220) – Start Date: Resuming, Contacts: Gin Allen (seekers@johnscreekumc.org) 
Is There Life After Stress?, James Moore (16 Week Study) 
Why is it, James Moore asks, that we try to justify anything and everything we want to do? We use words, 
scapegoats, blaming other people, circumstances, past events, even evil spirits ("the devil made me do it!") to 
attempt to excuse bad choices we make with our own free will. What does the Christian faith have to say about all 
this?  
 
STAGES (Room 207) – Contact:  Brian Flaherty & Becky Houston (stages@johnscreekumc.org) 
6 Decisions That will Change Your Life, Tom Berlin 
Our lives are filled with decisions, but are they the important decisions?  In this 6-week DVD study, the author helps 
us discern six key decisions in our walk with Christ including:  the decision to follow, the decision for a new life, the 
decision to mature, the decision to respond, the decision to persevere, and the decision to surrender. 
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