
Johns Creek United Methodist Church
FAQ'S ON OUR PASTORAL TRANSITION

The appointment process of The United Methodist Church can be confusing, and saying goodbye to beloved 
clergy can be difficult to process. We hope this FAQ will answer most of your questions. Please, continue to 

pray for Pastor Sondra and Pastor Charley through this transition.

1. Is Pastor Sondra being reassigned or is this her decision? 

After consultation with the SPR committee and Pastor Sondra, the Bishop and cabinet elected to appoint 
a new senior pastor for Johns Creek beginning officially on July 1. The United Methodist Church 
has itinerant pastors, meaning they are appointed for one year commitments and move to where, 
through prayer and study, the Bishop and cabinet think they are needed to best serve the conference. 
Every year the Bishop and the cabinet must review all 800+ churches in our conference to 
determine what's best for each congregation. There will be hundreds of other congregations who will say 
goodbye to their pastors in June.

It may seem strange that Pastor Sondra's time with us is so short, considering the previous pastor 
remained at JCUMC for 18 years. Sometimes a pastor remains with a congregation for several years, and 
sometimes it is only for 2 or 3. Typically, a pastor stays with a church for 3-5 years. It all depends on the 
current needs of the congregation, as well as the needs of other churches in the conference. 

3. Why was Pastor Sondra's final Sunday with with us so soon? 

Pastor Sondra preached her final sermon at JCUMC on April 29, but she's still our Senior Pastor until June 
24. While she won't be present for baptisms, weddings, funerals, or other special services, she is still
available for any emergency matters.

Pastor Sondra is taking vacation time with her family, and participating in some continuing education 
opportunities until Annual Conference in June. This is why her farewell reception was so early in this 
process.

4. Is it too late to say goodbye to Pastor Sondra?  
You may not get to see her again in person, but you can still write her a note of appreciation at the 
stations set up at the sanctuary and the Family Life Center. These notes will be presented to her, along 
with a Love Offering later in May. You can contribute to this Love Offering by including cash or a check 
in the special envelopes available on Sunday. You can also give on Push Pay.

5. Can I still be friends with Pastor Sondra on social media?
It is not "against the rules" to remain friends with former pastors on social media, however, some 
pastors find it easier to transition to their new appointments if they reduce their number of 
friends from previous churches. Regardless of how Pastor Sondra decides to monitor her social media 
accounts, we hope you will remain respectful of her new commitment to her new church. It can often 
be difficult to resist contacting previous leadership, but we have to make space for our new pastor to 
support us as a family and a congregation.

2. Why is Pastor Sondra leaving after only 2 years? 



6. Can I friend/follow our new pastor on social media?   

Our incoming pastor is active on Facebook and looks forward to your friend request. We hope you will 
help him feel welcome as he prepares to move from a church that he has lead for 10 years in Florida. As 
you interact on social media, please keep in mind that there are many from his former congregation 
who are also coping with the loss of a beloved pastor, just like we are. We hope you will respect the 
challenges and feelings that the pastors and congregations involved are facing.

8. Who pays for the moves? 

The cost of the move is paid for by the receiving church. 

9. What can I do to help make this a smooth transition? 

a) Pray: We will participate in 40 Days of Prayer for all involved, beginning May 27
b) Speak positively of new and previous pastors along with the transition process 

c) Express your appreciation for Pastor Sondra and rejoice  with  Sondra  as  she  moves  to her next church 
d) Go to church the first Sunday with the Pastor Charley and welcome him and his family on July 1
e) Resist quick judgments – don’t make comparisons between pastors
f) Tell the new pastor your name – often!  Request a name tag by e-mailing dkeller@johnscreekumc.org 
g)  EXPECT THE BEST! 

 

This is a time of both “letting go” and “embracing change.”  We may sense a feeling of loss as we say 

farewell to Pastor Sondra as well as her family  They have been an integral part of our  
church family and have touched our lives in very special ways.  Remember that they, too, are grieving.   
The  kind  of  welcome  that  we  extend  to  Rev.  Dr. Charley Reeb  will  set  the  tone  for  the  relationship

 that will exist between pastor and congregation.  We must strive to embrace the change 

and realize that the transition of pastors is a unique segment of the United Methodist ministry. 

Please pray for all those involved in this transition process.  Re-affirm to yourself and others that this is 

God’s  church,  under  the  care  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    As  in  everything,  we  can  expect 

wonderful things from our gracious God. 

 

7. Why is our new pastor coming from Florida?   

Pastor Charley and his wife Brandy have family roots here in the Atlanta area.  With a new baby and aging 
parents, they wanted to move back to this area to be closer to both families.  Therefore, Charley made 
himself available to the North Georgia Annual Conference for an appointment in this conference. The bishop 
and cabinet ultimately determined that Charley's gifts and experience were best suited for the ministry needs 
of Johns Creek UMC at this time. 



 

New Appointed Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Charley Reeb      Senior Pastor 

Charley Reeb is the Senior Pastor of Pasadena Community Church (UMC) in St. Pete, Florida. He has a passion 
for preaching and loves helping other preachers hone their craft. With over twenty years of experience as a 
local pastor and fifteen years teaching the practice of preaching Charley has developed a reputation as not 
only an outstanding preacher but also as a coach who can equip preachers to be their best in the pulpit. In 
addition to serving as Senior Pastor of one of the largest United Methodist Churches in Florida, Charley 
teaches the practice of preaching for the Course of Study at Candler School of Theology and the License to 
Preach School for the Florida Conference of the UMC.

Besides being a pastor and teacher, Charley is also author of four books: Seven Wonders of the Faith, One 
Heaven of a Party, Mission Possible (CSS) and That’ll Preach! 5 Simple Steps to Your Best Sermon Ever 
(Abingdon Press). He is also a contributing writer for the Feasting on the Word commentary (Westminster 
John Knox Press). Charley has written articles for Circuit Rider, Preaching magazine, Ministry Matters, and 
Leading Ideas. He is also a frequent preacher on the national radio program Day1. Charley leads preaching 
workshops and is a popular speaker at conferences and events.

9. Who, from our church, will be involved in the transition? 

The SPRC, and the Staff 

10. Who can I approach with questions? 

           Mike Dudgeon: mjdudgeon@gmail.com
11. Where will Pastor Sondra be appointed? 

Cannon UMC         Snellville, GA  

12. Will we have an interim pastor?
        No. In Pastor Sondra's absense, Pastor Brandon will act as lead pastor. When he is 
unavailable, Pastor Lori will lead the congregation. This will be the format until Pastor 
Charley  arrives on July 1.




