
 

14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, 
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We 
have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to 
me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate 
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve 
baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 
and children.

   
Matthew 14:14-21 NRSV

 

 
June 21, 2017 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
I share this scripture with you as we consider the mission of Jesus. His compassion, his 
telling the disciples to feed people, to multiply and participate in discipleship by meeting 
the needs of God’s people is who we are at Johns Creek UMC. Thank you for generosity. 
Lives are changed. Hope is made a reality. Good overcomes evil in so many different ways. 
Jesus is why we are a church. Jesus could have listened to the disciples and sent the people 
away to get their own food, but instead he had the disciples gather up all that they had 
and Jesus multiplied it through the power of God. There was more than enough because 
God makes it so and God counted on disciples to do the inviting, the serving, the giving 
and feeding.  
 
So I write this to you to thank you for listening to Jesus, for inviting, serving, giving and 
feeding. I write this as your pastor to ask you to remember that needs are still here and will 
be here in the mission for Him. Please remember that our current operating budget ends on 
June 30, 2017 and we are not quite at our goal for the end of year, but we have a few days 
still and can make additional contributions online or at the church office. I remind us that 
our new operating budget begins on July 1, 2017 and goes through next June 30, 2018. We 
are still receiving pledges for the new fiscal year to reach our goals for ministry.  
 
Jesus takes the broken pieces of our lives and makes a way for us and enough for us,and so 
it is no wonder that we are so thankful to be generous to others because he gives us the 
mission to do likewise. 
 
May God’s blessings abound! 
 
Pastor Sondra 


